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WE you are Miniſter from Hanover to your Roy aHedor now 
on the throne of England, I conceive you mult be a good deal 
alarmed by the late Proclamation of his fears, concerning the Con- 
ſtitution on one hand, and by the ſtrong ſymptoms of diſaffection to 


his government and the general ferment of the People, fo demon- 


ſtrable on the other hand. The ſpeeches of the Lords and Com- 
mons would give you but little inſight into the cauſes that have 
occaſioned this ſudden fear for the Crown, and the. growing diſcon- 
tents among the People; and without a thorough inſight into the 
eauſe, and an honeſt determination to remove it, the danger to the 
Crown, and the murmurs of the People, will increaſe every day. 
In the Houſes of Parliament, inſtead of appointing Committees to 
enquire into the cauſes of the diſcontents of the People, and the 
alarm of the Crown, and deliberating on the beft means to put the 
Proclamation in force, their time was ſpent in defending the leaders 
7 2 of the 72 Alike. parties, and thereby 9 the 
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(2) 
breach, provoking to perſonal quarrels by mutual recriminations, 
and ſpurring on to the neceſſity of Camps, the appearance of civil 
war, by the gauntlet-like declaration of the Cart of Lauderdale's 
determined perſeverance in ſupport df the Aſſociations. Many 
Members of both Houſes are as much hurt as the Duke of Rich- 
mond 1s, on this ſubjeQ, which may in ſome manner account for 
their refraining a little longer from probing thoſe evil councils to 
their ſource, which have generated fo widely the ſeeds of diſaffection. 
'The Prince of Wales's ſpeech can give his Hanoverian friends no 
ſatisfaction: his words to be ſure were in defence of the Conſtitu- 
tion and the 8 * * 1 - his houſehold and 
party, encou an rt the attacks made againſt them by 
the en Mer. Thomas Erſkine, one of the Sons drake 
Council and his Attorney General, is a Member of the Aſſociation 
at the Freemaſon's Tavern, and acts againſt the Father's Attorney - 
General, and the Proclamation, no doubt, by a diſpenſation from 
the Prince; and even the fair partner of his boſom is zealouſly 
wrapped up and bound, in the ſtricteſt bonds of pious communion 
to Sir John Throckmorton, the Preſident of the Aﬀoctation, 
It would be tedious to mention all the little mie of his party, 
who fly in the face of the King's Proclamation ; but the two great 
Majors I bave mentioned, are ſignal proofs that the actions of his 
houſehold and party are contrary to his words in the Houſe of 
Lords. Were theſe dark and deep diſcontents fo myſterious and 
difficult to be underſtood by a ſtranger, to increaſe to ſtill more 
agitated circumſtances, to a convulſive criſis for the Crown, on 
the model of France, deliberation might be diſturbed by riots, and, 
from the want of inſight into the real cauſe of theſe diſtractions, 
you. might, perhaps, chooſe to retire to the calm and peace of Ha- 
nover, with an ill-founded opinion, that the People of theſe King- 
doms are of an unreaſonable, unjuſt, diſobedient, ungovernable, 
and rebellious nature; and it 1s for this reaſon that I now uſe the 
freedom to addreſs this Letter to you, whilſt ſome ſort of tranquil- 
lity and deliberation can be enjoyed, to perſuade you, if I can, that 
the people have really, for a long time, almoſt the whole of this 
reign, been grievouſly impoſed on, deluded, and nearly betrayed 
out of their Conſtitution and Liberties ; and that they have juſt 
and weighty reaſons to be diſcontended, and that neither the Aﬀo- 
ciations, nor the Proclamation, tend at all to ſettle the diſputes, 
without hazarding a civil war, which, from the nature of the origin 
of the evil, might probably prove fatal in the end to the intereſts 
of the Houſe of Hanover. 1 ſhall now ſubmit to your confidera- 
tion my reaſons for objecting to the unlimited Declarations of the 
Aﬀociations; and to the apparent inconſiſtency of the Proclama- 
tion; at the ſame rime endeavouring to ſhew, that the preſent 
Leaders of the People, and the preſent adviſers of the Proclama- 
tion, are both artfully involved and compromiſed, almoſt to a moral 
obligation, to continue their patronage, and to defend the unhappy 
ſyſtem that has given rife to thoſe diſiculties. | he 
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The Reform of Parliament is only a plauſible name aſſumed to 
impoſe on the public by the Jeſuits and their tools among thoſe So- 
cieties, calling themſelves © The Friends of the People, aſſociated 
at the Freemaſon's Tavern, and other places, with Sir John 
Throckmorton, a Roman Catholic, as their Preſident; and as the 
metropolis and country are likely to be thrown into, and kept in 
continual confuſion, by their proceedings, it is right that their true 
intentions ſhould be diſcovered, in time, to preſerve the internal 
tranquillity, if poſſible. I | 

The repeal of two of the moſt ſalutary ſtatutes muſt take place 

F before their «© Declaration of Rights“ can, in any way, be complied 
q with, or brought into practice. Lord Daer, Doctor O'Connor, 
o - Major Cartwright, Mr. Favel, Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Yates, Mr. 
Adams, Mr. Walker, Mr. Hora Tooke, Mr. Watts, Mr. Cooper, 
the Rev. Dr. Towers, Mr. Hall, Mr. Page, Mr. Margoret, Mr. 
Hardy, and Mr. Paine, are a few of the oſtenſible ſupporters of this 
ſeditious declaration; and Aſſociations of Roman Catholics, and 
ſuck Diſſenters as have joined with them, are formed and organized, 
with their reſpective delegates, to carry on their plans of operation 
in different parts of England and Ireland. Every Commoner 
oc (they tell us) is of common right, and. by the laws of God, a 
% Freeman, and entitled to the full enjoymeut of political liberty; 
© and every Britiſh Commoner has a right to an. atual ſhare, 
s either to legiſlation itſelf, or in electing ſome one of thoſe who are 
* to frame the laws.“ By ſach a Declaration of Rights,“ it is 
evidently intended by the managers of theſe Aſſociations, to intro- 
duce the Engliſh Roman Catholics to the elective franchiſe, to the * 
legiſlature itſelf, and to other places of political truſt, upon the very 
plan now purſued by Mr. Napper Tandy, and the Roman Catholic 
Committee at Dublin, for the immediate ſubverſion of the Pro- 
teſtant aſcendancy in Ireland. The Iriſh Proteſtants, however, took 
the alarm laſt winter, and a majority of the Houſe of Commons, 
according to the inſtructions received from their exclufive Proteſtant + 
Conſtituents, voted againſt the intended innovation. The doctrines 
of theſe Societies tend equally to the ſubverſion of the Conſtitution, 
and to the introduction of anarchy and civil war, in England and 
Scotland; and it is high time for ſuch Proteſtants, as belong to 
theſe Aſſociations, to quiet the alarms already too much excited on 
the ſubject of their union with the Roman Catholics, and as to their 
future intentions towards their advancement. For at preſent, 
according to their © Declaration of Rights,“ the Teſt and Corpo- 
ration Laws, and the Act for the ſettlement of the Crown, muſt 
be entirely aboliſhed, fo that the Prince of Wales (if married to a 
Roman Catholic) might even ſucceed to the Throne, on the ws 
death, or to the Regency, on his again relapſing to inſanity, Yet 
however neceſſary the removal of theſe bulwarks of the canſtitution 
may have become to ſoothe the anxieties, and conciliate the ſituation 
of certain perſons in Pall-mall, all the endeavours of Mr, Sheri- 
"Kan, and the party, whether they are renewed again under the 
e972 cul | ſpecious 
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ſpecious cloak of petitions from the Diſſenters, or in threatening re- 
ſolutions from treaſonable aſſociators, will probably be fruſtrated by 
the majority of the Britiſn Parliament. Nw £2 
The Law of God, inſtead of ſupporting their © Declaration 
of Rights,” as the Iriſh volunteers, and the Engliſh Aſſociations 
. "falſely pretend, is directiy contrary to its doctrines. The Teſt and 
Corporation Laws, and the Act for the Settlement of the Crown, 
which are become of late ſo obnoxious and galling, are far more 
.conformable to the divine policy; the firlt being framed to ex- 
clude Roman Catholic enemies from places of truſt and power in 
the Proteſtant Corporations of theſe kingdoms, upon the very E 
principle and example of the Paſſover Laws, which forbid any 0 
ſtranger to be admitted and incorporated, till properly qualified, 
'to become a Member-of the Jewiſh nation; and the ſecond, the 
Act of Settlement, excluding the Prince of Wales from the ſuc- 
"ceflion' to the Crown, if married to a Roman Catholic, being 
formed (as a warning to the Houſe of Hanover to beware of 
'Papiſts) on the wiſe and Holy Law concerning intermarriages and 
Forbidden connections, in the ſeventh chapter of the fifth Book of 
Moſes, where it is commanded, ** Neither ſhalt thou make mar- 
e riages with them; thy daughter thou ſhalt not give unto his 
«© ſon, nor his daughter ſhalt thou take unto thy ſon. For they 
'« will turn away thy ſon from following me, that they may ſerve 
«© other gods: ſo will the anger of the Lord be kindled againſt 
© you, and deſtroy thee fadfenly./! And further, in Joſhua, 
+ chapter xiii. verſe 12. Elſe if ye do in any wiſe $0 back, and 
4 e cleave unto the remnant of theſe nations, even theſe that remain 
* among you, and ſhall make marriages with them, and go in 
s unto them, and they to you: know for a certainty that the 
* Lord your God will no more drive out any of theſe nations 
% from before you; but they ſhall be ſnares and traps unto you, 
e and ſcourges in your ſides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye 
«« periſh from off this good land, which the Lord your God hath 
% given you. F LE Za e ee it 
Theſe are the foundations of the Teſt' and Corporation Laws, 
and the Act of Settlement, ſo far as theſe kingdoms have imitated 
the wiſe and wholeſome proviſions of the Divine Policy in that part 
of their Government. All the ſurrounding nations have alſo pro- 
ceeded on the ſame model of excluſion, to preſerve the peace and 
order of their Society, whether Popiſh as in France, or Proteſtant as 
in Holland. The hoſtile principle of the Declaration of Rights,” 
being once admitted and e in France, the hedges were 
plucked up, the Roman Catholic aſcendancy was levelled, and the 


ancient arbitrary Conſtitution was happily ſubverted; but in 
England and Ireland, were the rebellious principles of “ the De. 
claration of Rights“ to be admitted and incorporated by the Le- 
giſlature, the Protſtant aſcendanty' would be levelled and rooted 
"out, and arbitrary power and Popery might be reſtored again, 
"both upon the Throne and in the C „** g the 
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Prince of Wales to be married to a Papiſt, the Act of Settlement 
repcalcd in conformity to the Declaration of Rights,” and the 
Papiſts entitled to the full enjoyment of Political Liberty, ating in 
Legiſlatton itjelf, and framing the Laws, under the conjugal coun- 
tenance and predilection of ſuch a Prince, by the repeal of the 
Teſt Laws. So what were good and expedient means to deſtroy the 
French tyranny, would be very dangerous and treaſonable projects 
to reform our Parliament. Such a change and undermining in 
England and Scotland would indeed be graaual; but in Ireland, 
the ſucceſs of Napper Tandy, and his Roman Catholic Aſſociates, 
for reforming their Parliament, and eſtabliſhing “ the Declaration 
of Rights,” would be the 7mmediate conſequence. The ſeeds of 
diſorder and diſafſection are ſo apparent in theſe Semi-Catholic 
- Aﬀociations, that we need not wonder at hearing of tumults and 
inſurrections increaſing daily throughout the kingdom. And thee 
are but tie fore- taſte of the bitter fruits which the Houſe of Ha- 
nover are beginning to reap from the ſeeds of religious diſcord, 
ſown in the principles of the Quebec bill, and in the repeal of the 
aviſe- and | wholeſome proviſions made at the time of the glorious 
Revolution, for preſerving the peace antl order of the Society, which 
they were brought over to protect. The people themſelves, how- 
ever good their intentions, being miſled by artful managers, will 
.only labour in vain, and produce confuſion. Can any thing be more 
* 4mpudent than the Carkon Houle party bringing forward two pro- 
feſled Roman Catholics, Sir John Throckmorton as Preſident of 
The Friends of the People,” at the Freemaſon's Tavern, and Lord 
Petre as Preſident of the mY Club,” at the Crown and Anchor, 
Strand? This may tend, indeed, to feed the hopes of the apparent 
Roman Catholic connection at Carlton Houſe, but it muſt at the 
lame time diſguſt all the Friends of the Conſtitution, as highly dange- 
rous to the moſt important intereſts of this kingdom, and irritate them to 
put the Proclamation immediately in force, wherever they have any 
authority. It is doubtful, however, whether the Proclamation is not 
too late, to ſecure the peace and tranquillity of the Houſe of Hano- 
ver in theſe kingdoms, particularly Ireland. The King himſelf 
having aiſented, very early in his reign, to the Quebec Bill, and to 

the repeal of the wife aud 2vhole/ame proviſions made at the tinze of the 
gloricus Revolution againſt Popery and Papiſts, both in England and 
Ireland, upon the very ſame principles and arguments, contained in 
„ The Declaration of Rights,” which are now proclaimed to be 
wicked, ſeditious, inconf;tent with the peace and order of Society, and 
tending to produce riots and tumulis, and dangerous to the moſt impor- 
tant intereſts of this kingdom the Proclamation then concludes with 
the determination, to carry the L1ws vigorouſly into execution again 
ſuch offenders —Againlt what offenders are they determined to put 
the laws into execution? Mult the Magiſtrates turn informers 
againſt his Majeſty's late Minitters ? Did not his own favourites 
firſt recommend to both Houſes of Parliament, to repeal the laws 
againſt his beloved ſubje&s the Papiſts, thoſe /e and auboleſome 
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proviſions, made at the time of the glorious Revolution ® Did not his 
- Faithful Lords and Commons deſtroy the avho/e/ome proviſions, made 
by King William, in the year 1778 and 1779, and in ſeveral ſuc- 
ceſſive ſeſſions? Did not the King himſelf thereby encourage Pa- 
piſts and Jeſuits to keep ſchools, to purchaſe lands, to build cha- 
pels, to found ſeminaries and colleges, to intermarry with Proteſ- 
tants, even with Members of the Houſe of Commons, Governors and 
Peers of the Houſe of Lords, (who have got beautiful women, and 
large fortunes into their poſſeſſion, from the Popiſh families, by ſuch 
 Intermarriages)? Has he not encouraged Papiſts to enter into his 
army and his navy, to be domiciliated in his kingdoms of England 
and Ireland, and to be domeſticated in his family at e r 
Houſe and Carlton Houſe? Nay, has not the being reconciled to 
Popery been the means of many promotions to thoſe who oppoſed 
the Proteſtant Aſſociations ? Mr. Edward Thurlow, when Attorney 
General, though for ſome time reſtive and refractory touching the 
Repeal of the w/e and wholeſome proviſions made at the time of the 
glorious Revolution, was gained over and perſuaded to be reconciled 
to the meaſure. The managers in favour of the Roman Catholics, 
Previous to the Proteſtant petition, being preſented to the Houſe of 
Commons, mentioned to me the circumſtance of Mr. Thurlow's 
being at laſt reconciled, though again them at firſt, as a worthy 
example for me to follow, and to deſert the Proteſtant Aſſociations, 
But I deſpiſed Mr. Thurlow's conduct, and rejected their advice, 
bowever politely worded, and accompanied with confident expreſ- 
ſions of high proſperity, and a leading ſituation in Parliament, al- 
ways attending upon my acquieſcence in ſuch a demeanor. I ſaw 
the difficulty, and preferred my inward peace to the countenance 
of the King, whatever outward troubles might ſurround me, and to 
t ie promotion that was to follow on my being reconciled to the 
x-peal of the ⁊biſè and wholeſome proviſions made at the time of the 
glorious Revolution. Mr. Thurlow, however, ſhewing his tractability 
to the deſign of the King, was made a Lord of, and alſo High 
Chancellor of Great Britain, and I was committed to the Tower, 
charged with High Treaſon, and tried for my life, for ee | 
the legal opinion which he had ſacrificed to idols. The Duke of 
Richmond too, inftead of offending the King, by his Letter to 
Colonel Saarman, blowing up the coals of the me and © The 
Rights of Man,” ingratiated himſelf very much at St. James's, 
by the countenance and encouragement that Letter holds out to 
the Iriſh Papiſts, through the Kc, "2 and pretext of a Reform 
of Parliament.“ | | 5 » 
Many more inſtances of advancement and reconciliations with 
the Court Party, through the influence and advice of the Catho- 
lics, might be enumerated in perſons almoſt as obnoxious to the 
King as the Duke of Richmond uſed to be; and alſo many examples 
of perſecutions, beſides mine, for oppoſing them. But now that 
the three kingdoms are fait approaching to a chaos of confuſion, by 
the natural conſequences of breaking down the hedges, / and 
| ; ; deſtroying 
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deſtroy ing the abiſe and wholeſome proviſions made at the time of the 
glorious Revolution, in ſupport of the Proteſtant intereſt, we do not 
fee any Proclamation levelted at the old Rats of the Conſtitution, 
the firſt authors and greateſt offenders in theſe conſpiracies (wal- 
lowing like beaſts in the emoluments of office); but Mr. Pain, Mr. 
Walker, Colonel Sharman, and the Volunteers of Ireland, the Ca- 
tholic Congreſs at Dublin, Doctor M*Kenna, Lord Daer, the Rev. 
Mr. Berrington, Dr. Prieſtley, Lord Petre, Dr. Parr, the Earl of 
Lauderdale, Sir John Throckmorton, Mr. Wharton, and all the 
before-mentioned Chairmen, and Delegates, with many others, 
and their correſpondents in France, affociated, under the name of 
the Friends to an almoſt famiſhed and violently oppreſſed people, 
Are all pointed out as Jack Cades and Wat Tylers, to be knocked 
in the head by the military and the magiſtrates, their proceedings 
being already ſtigmatized as wicked, geditious, inconſtent with the 
peace and order of ſociety, tending to promote riots and tumults, and as 
dangerous to the moſt important intereſts of this kingdom! Can any 
thing be more inconſiſtent than ſuch a Proclamation from your Royal 
Elector, vilifying and threatening the Friends of the People for 
ſupporting and attempting the completion of the Rights of Men to 
the Roman Catholics, in the elective franchiſe and places in the 
corporations of England, Ireland, and Scotland, by arguments and 
aſſociations without doors, when He and his humble ſervants in 
both Houſes have incorporated the ſyſtem of tolerating Popery into 
the Statute book, in a manner dangerous to the moſt important in- 
tereſt of theſe kingdoms ; and enacted laws in favour of the Roman 
Catholics, and their principles, in direct oppoſition and contempt 
of the Revolution ſettlement? The Roman Catholics were not 
called wicked and /editious, when they were coaxed, in Scotland, to 
Incorporate into the army, to be made tools of to ſubdue the Ameri- 
cans, aſter Burgoyne's defeat! But now that they are incorporated 
into the Whig Clubs,” and into the armed Aſſociations of The 
Friends of the People” in Ireland, no epithets are too bad or too 
booriſh to be applied to them. The fire-brand Proclamation lumps 
them all together, Whigs, Papiſts, Friends of the People, Clubs, 
and Proteſtants, cheek by jowl, in one wicked and ſeditious maſs, 
and their proceedings and declarations of Rights are, at laſt, found 
out, by the.diſcerning Houſe of Hanover, to be incon/flent with 
the peace and order of ſociety, tending to produce riots and tumults, aud 
dangerous to the moſt important intereſts of theje kingdoms. This is a 
language, concerning the Rights of Catholics, that might have 
been ſomewhat becoming in the mouth of King William, when he 
came to enact the Statutes which your illuſtrious Elector has abo- 
liſhed ; but the ingratitude and dangerous conſequonces of ſuch an 
incendiary Proclamation from Him, at this criſis, is too glaring 
and manifeſt to eſcape your notice, when thoſe, who have been 
educated from childhood, in the intrigues of the Court, and en- 
couraged as friend;, in the former part of the reign, are now 
. ö branded 
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branded as offenders, and threatened with a vigorous execution 
bol the laws againſt them! 55 | 

Here I am interrupted by a viſit from Doctor Dowlin, from 
Cork, touching the conduct of the Admiralty Court towards him 
at the Old Bailey, on Captain Kimber's Trial, where the Duke of 
Clarence's extraordinary behaviour oz the Bench, is part of the N 
conſideration. 80 I mutt break off abruggly ;—leaving my ſcheme 
for quieting the Diſcontents, and bringing home the blame of 


them upon the original offenders, till my next Letter. I ſhall 
be glad if your Excellency's Anſwer co-operates with my ideas, 
for the Peace and Happineſs of theſe Kingdoms, 
| 3 , 
Vour humble Servant, f 
| | G. GORDON. 
Felont- ide, Nexugate Priſon, be 
= Fane 13, 1792. 5 
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